
 

 

4 Year BSc. Economics (Major) 

Departmental VAC Syllabus  

 

Semester I 

Ethics and Business Enterprises  

Module 1 

Ethics and Economics; Self-interest and other motivations; Different types of 

enterprises  

 Adam Smith’s ideas – selected portions from ‘Wealth of Nation’  

 Amartya Sen’s Ethics and Economics chapter 1. 

 Gregory Dow (2003) Governing the Firm chapter 1 & 2. 

Module 2 

Ethics, Neoliberalism and Tagore; Ethics and alternative economic thinking  

 Anjan Chakrabarti – Tagore beyond neoliberalism 

 Anjan Chakrabarti- Tagore and Ambedkar 

 Anjan Chakrabarti- Gandhi and Marx dialogue  

 

Module 3 

Ethics and transformation of systems and self  

 Marxism and Spirituality – Chapter 1 

 Swami Vivekananda’s – Karma Yoga  

References 

 Adam Smith, Wealth of Nation  

 Amartya Sen, Ethics and Economics 

 Gregory K . Dow, Governing the Firm 

 Anup Dhar, Anjan Chakrabarti, Tagore and the Marxian Political in Beyond 

Neoliberalism and Capitalism 
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 Anup Dhar, Anjan Chakrabarti, Sriniketan Encounters Ambedkar Whither 

the Political? 

 Anjan Chakrabarti, Anup Dhar, Serap Kayatekin, Marx, Marxism and 

Spiritual 

 Non-violent Socialism: Marx and Gandhi in Dialogue 

 Swami Vivekananda, Karma Yoga 

  



Semester II 

Issues in Urban Economy and Development 

This course aims to explore the impact of global urban planning on developing 

nations and analyze the dynamics of urban governance, citizen participation, 

and policies in India. It will evaluate the role of global institutions in Indian 

urban finance and services, while also examining the reforms and neoliberal 

influences in urban governance. By the end of the course, participants will have 

a comprehensive understanding of the complexities of urbanization in 

developing nations and the ability to critically assess and communicate on 

related issues. 

 

Unit 1: Urban planning practices in the cities of developing countries 

References 

 Robinson, Jennifer.  (2011). “Cities in a World of Cities: The Comparative 

Gesture.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 35, 1: 1-23. 

 Peck J, N Theodore and N Brenner (2009): “Neoliberal urbanism: models, 

moments and mutations”, SAIS Review, Vol XXIX No 1, Winter – Spring, 

49-66. 

 Rao, Vyjayanthi. (2006).“Slum  as theory: the South Asian city and 

globalization.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 

Review Essay 30, 1: 225-232 

 Swyngedouw, E, F Moulaert and A Rodriguez (2002): “Neoliberal 

Urbanization in Europe: Large Scale Urban Development Projects and the 

New Urban Policy”, Antipode 

 Roy A and Ong A (2012) Selected chapters from Roy A and Ong A edited 

Worlding Cities: Asian Experiments and the Art of Being Global Oxford: 

Blackwell Publishing 

 IGC Working Paper 2014 

 

Unit 2: Urban Governance: Institutions, Participation and Citizenship 

References 

 Devas, N (2004): Urban governance, voice and poverty in the developing 

world, Earthscan Publication Ltd, UK. 

 Chatterjee P (2004): The politics of the governed: popular politics in most of 

the world, Columbia University Press, New York. 



 Solomon Benjamin (2008) Occupancy Urbanism: Radicalizing Politics and 

Economy beyond Policy and Programs. International Journal of Urban and 

Regional Research 32(3 ): 

 Harriss, John. “Antinomies of Empowerment: Observations on Civil 

Society, Politics and Urban Governance in India” Economic and Political 

Weekly June 30: 2716 – 2724 

 Batley, R. and D. Moran (2004) Literature Review of Non-State Provision of 

Basic Services. International Development Department, School of Public 

Policy, the University of Birmingham, Birmingham 

 Grant U (2002): Local government decision making: citizen participation 

and local government accountability – a literature review, International 

Development Department, University of Birmingham, March. 

 B. Sanyal & Mukhija V. (2001) Institutional pluralism and housing delivery: 

A case of unforeseen conflicts in Mumbai, India World Development, 

29(12), 2043–57. 

 Pranab Bardhan, 2002, Decentralization of governance and development, 

The Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 16, No. 4. (Autumn, 2002), pp. 

185205. 

 Beaumont, J and W Nicholls (2008): ‘Plural governance, participation and 

democracy in cities’, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 

32 (1): 87-94. 

 Litvack J, J Ahmed and R Bird (1998): ‘Rethinking decentralization in 

developing countries’, Sector Studies Series, World bank, Washington, DC. 

 Rakodi C (2001): ‘Urban governance and poverty – addressing needs, 

asserting claims: an editorial introduction’, International Planning Studies, 

Vol 6, No 4, 343-356. 

 Nijman, J (2008): ‘Against the odds: slum rehabilitation in neoliberal 

Mumbai’, Cities, 25 (2), 73- 85. 

 Berenschot, W (2010): ‘Everyday mediation: the politics of public service 

delivery in Gujarat, India’, Development and Change, 41 (5):883-905.  

 Shatkin G and S Vidyarthi (2014): “Introduction” in G Shatkin (ed) 

Contesting the Indian city global vision and the politics of the local, 

Wiley Blackwell, 1-38. 

 

 



Unit 3: Urban Development Plan and Programmes in India: 

Decentralization, JNNURM, Urban Water Policy, Sanitation Policy, Street 

Vendor Policy, Smart City, Slum free city 

 

References 

 Roy A (2009): “Why India cannot plan its cities: informality, insurgence and 

the idiom of urbanization” Planning Theory, 8 (1), 76-87. 

 Nandi S and S Gamkhar (2013): “Urban Challenges in India: An overview 

of recent policy Habitat International measures”, 39(2013), 55-61. 

 Shaw A (1996): “Urban policy in post-independence India”, Economic and 

Political Weekly, 31 (4), 224-228. 

 Kennedy L and Zérah M H (2008): “The shift to city-centric growth 

strategies: perspectives from Hyderabad and Mumbai”, Economic & 

Political Weekly, 43 (39), 110-117. 

 

 

Unit 4: Urban Finance and Urban Service delivery in India 

References 

 HPEC (2011): Report on Indian Urban Infrastructure and Services, March. 

 Banidur V and L Kamath (2009): Reengineering urban infrastructure: how 

the World Bank and the Asian development bank shape urban infrastructure 

finance and governance in India, Bank Information Centre South Asia, 

August. 

 Selected Chapters from Ahluwalia I J, R kanbur and P K Mohanty (eds.) 

Urbanization in India challenges, opportunities and the way forward, Sage 

Publication, New Delhi (2014) 

 Bahl R (2012): Metropolitan city finances in India:  options for a new fiscal 

architecture, International Center for Public Policy Working Paper 12-33, 

Andrew Young School of Policy Studies, Georgia State University, 

December. 

 

 

Unit 5: Urban Governance Reforms in India 

References 

 Kundu A (2003): ‘Urbanization and urban governance search for a 

perspective beyond neo- liberalism’, Economic and Political Weekly, July 19, 

3079 – 3087. 



 Coelho, K, L Kamath and M Vijayabaskar (2011): Infrastructures of 

consent: interrogating citizen participation mandates in Indian urban 

governance, Working Paper, Volume 2011 No 362 March, IDS, University 

of Sussex. 

 Selected Chapters from Baud, I. S. A. & Wit, J., de (Eds.) New forms of 

urban governance in   India: shifts, models, networks & governance, Sage 

(2008). 

 


